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Other Study and Worship Opportunities 

 2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m. Trinity Care Home Worship Service 

 2nd Saturday 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study–at Ranch House 
Restaurant, Columbus, MS 

 3rd Sunday Neighborhood Bible Study on James 6:00 p.m. (TBA) 

 Young Bible Scholars monthly meeting (TBA) 

 2nd Tuesday Monthly Ladies Class –, time and location (TBA) 

 Ladies Retreat – February 16th. Contact Desire Wilson for details. 

 Gospel Meeting – February 17-22 with Adam Andrews 

News and Notes 

 Home Bound Members: Mike Butler, Eula Mae Harless, Joyce 
Manasco, Virginia Logan. 

 Limited Health:  Willena Woods, Wade McCrary.  

 Prayer Requests: Mike Butler is battling lung disease. Virginia 
Logan is battling heart and lung problems and is being cared for at 
home.  Joyce Manasco fell last month resulting in knee injury. She 
is homebound with lung and heart issues.  Carson Hollis is 
recuperating well from Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. JoAnn 
Butler, Mike’s mother, is very ill. Tommy Holley suffered a stroke 
and is in rehab at this time. Vallie Gallop’s sister in Ohio has been 
undergoing medical tests to determine her diagnosis.  

 Others to remember: Marion Butler, Steve Coburn, Marilyn 
Lavender, Jim Ratcliff, David Allen Williams,  Elbert Logan, Michael 
Villamor, deployed in the Middle East. 

 Sign Up – Please view the signup rosters for closing the building, 
preparing the Communion, and Trinity for 2019. 

Contact Information: 

East Columbus church of Christ,811 Alabama Street, Columbus,  
MS 39702; Telephone: (662) 328-6227 
Website: eastcolumbuschurch.org 
Please address comments for bulletin to Ed Williams at 
662.323.9502 or glenedwilliams@yahoo.com.  

East Columbus Bulletin 

Forget Resolutions in 2019-Be Principle Driven 
 
I googled “Resolutions for 2019″ and got 778,000,000 results in 0.70 
seconds. 
 
A cursory glance offered advice from major newspapers, magazines, 
and media outlets. There were suggestions from motivational writers, 
political pundits and just ordinary folks. I saw ideas for financial 
resolutions. Retirement resolutions. Career resolutions. Health and 
wellness resolutions. And personal resolutions. 
 
The reality is that most of the time our resolutions are broken, 
discarded or even forgotten before January ends. 
 
Writer and preacher Leonard Sweet offers this pertinent observation 
about the challenge of our resolutions. “Most ‘resolutions’ we make 
are self-directed: get thinner, work smarter, be stronger, take control 
of your life. We want to make changes that will help us, improve us, 
and bring us good feelings about ourselves. “ 
 
Maybe there is a better way. Be principle-driven by your core values. 
However, with our hurried and harried lives with task lists that are 
full, we often find ourselves scattered and doing things that don’t 
necessarily reflect our purpose and priorities. With no margin, we 
become reactive instead of proactive. The result is mental, emotional, 
physical and even spiritual exhaustion. 
 

                                         Times of Services 
Sunday                                              Wednesday 

            9:00 a.m. Worship                             7:00 p.m. Bible Study 
          10:00 a.m. Bible Study  
          11:00 a. m. Worship 

 

mailto:glenedwilliams@yahoo.com
https://thepreachersword.com/2019/01/01/forget-resolutions-in-2019-be-principle-driven/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Take heed, and keep your soul diligently, 

lest you forget the things which your eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. 

–Deut 4:9 
 

Happy New Year everyone! 
–Ken Weliever, The Preacherman 

 
 
 
 

Meditating 
We have noted that the thoughts of one’s mind form the basis of his 
actions. The basis of one’s thoughts must be guided by a foundation 
of revelation from God. Jeremiah said, "O Lord, I know that the way 
of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" 

(Jeremiah 10:23). Men have always tended to be presumptuous in 
their thinking: that is, to assume what is good in their own thoughts 
will please God. Nadab and Abihu are illustrations (Leviticus 10:1-2). 
Solomon recognized this dangerous trend: "There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a man, but the ends thereof are the ways of 
death" (Proverbs 14:12). It does not matter what "quality" the man’s 
thoughts may be in the sight of other men. "The way of a fool is right 
in his own eyes…" and "every way of a man is right in his own eyes…" 
(Proverbs 12:15; 21:2). We laugh at the fool and exalt the learned 
man, but what fools we mortals must appear to God. "For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8-9). Do not try to think for God, but think 
with God. 

Ray Ferris, Think on These Things, July-August 1975 

 

What if in 2019 you decided to take God seriously? Put Him in the 
center of your life? Aligned your activities with His eternal purpose 
for you? And resolved to put Him, His will, His Word and a daily walk 
with Him as your #1 priority? 
 
How would it change your thinking? Your schedule? Your family life? 
Your work? Your relationships? Your commitments? 
 
When Jesus was asked, “What is the greatest commandment?” His 
response was focused on principle. A core value. A rule for life. 
 
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets.” (Matt 22:37-40) 
 
When God is at the center of our lives, do we really need a resolution 
that reminds us to read His Word? To pray? To worship? To give? To 
do good? 
 
All of that said, we are not discounting tools that help us. Motivate 
us. Inspire us. And keep our lives aligned with our priorities. Yet, 
realize that the virtue is not in the chart, list or resolution, but in our 
values that drive us. 
 
I recently read that “goals are overrated; commitments are 
underrated.” There’s a big difference between goals and 
commitments. A goal is something you want to achieve. 
Commitment speaks to the core of one’s values. It involves the mind, 
emotions and will of a person. I once heard it expressed this way: 
“Commitment is sticking to something long after the emotion of the 
moment you said it has passed.” 
 
When our commitments are in harmony with our spiritual focus, we 
will find fulfillment, experience peace, and discover true significance 
in life. 
 
Moses’ warning to ancient Israel is a good reminder for our modern 
generation. 


